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Agenda

• What is open data & the European Data Portal?

• EU data policy 

• Useful features on the European Data Portal

• Public procurement on the Portal

• Q& (hopefully) A



Open data and the European Data 
Portal: an introduction



What is open data?

Open data is data that can be freely accessed, used, re-used, and shared by anyone 
for any purpose, without restrictions from copyright, patents, or other mechanisms 
of control.

Availability 
and Access

Reuse and 
Distribution

Universal 
Participation



What is the European Data Portal?

A platform providing a central point of access to European open data 
from international, European Union, national, regional, local and 
geodata portals.



2003 – PSI Directive (2003/98/EC) — first legal basis
First EU legislation on reuse of public sector information.

2011 – Commission Decision on reuse of Commission documents (2011/833/EU)
Sets conditions for reuse of documents held by the Commission.

2013 – Revised PSI Directive (2013/37/EU)
Expands scope; strengthens reuse conditions.

2019 – Open Data Directive (Directive 2019/1024) — current legal backbone
Establishes “open by default”, strengthens requirements on machine-readable formats, APIs and 
metadata, and introduces High-Value Datasets.

 

2015 – Launch of the European Data Portal (national data)

2016 – Launch of the EU Open Data Portal (data of EU institutions)

Timeline & Legal basis



2022 – Data Governance Act (Regulation (EU) 2022/868)
Creates frameworks for data sharing beyond open data, including data 
intermediaries and data altruism.

2023 – Data Act (Regulation (EU) 2023/2854)
Strengthens access to and reuse of data, especially from connected 
devices, and supports interoperability and data spaces.

2023 – High-Value Datasets Implementing Regulation (2023/138)
Defines mandatory datasets and technical requirements (APIs, formats, metadata) for their 
publication.

2020 – Merging the 2 portals: data.europa.eu (→ 2025 “European data 
                      portal”)

Timeline & Legal basis (cont.)



EU open data has evolved from:

Initial rules on public sector information   

       

                                                                             A comprehensive framework for publishing datasets 
                 enabling data spaces and cross-border reuse 

Increasing depth and scope: 

Documents     

  structured datasets     

                       infrastructures enabling interoperability and AI-driven   
                                                                  discovery. 

Timeline & Legal basis — overview



EU data policy: 
current developments



The Digital Omnibus proposal

Consolidation: 

DATA ACT

Data Act

Data 
Governance

Act

Free Flow of 
Non-Personal 

Data 
Regulation Open Data 

Directive



Some amendments to the Data Act

Data Act
• Refusal of data 

sharing if high risk of 
leakage to third 
countries with 
weaker trade secret 
protection

Trade Secret Protection Data Act
• Obligation to share 

data limited strictly to 
emergency situations 
only

B2G Data Sharing 

• Exemptions for 
specific legacy cloud 
contracts (SMEs, 
custom-made) and 
clarified early 
termination penalties

Reduced Cloud Burdens
w



Data Union Strategy

• 3 immediate problems to be tackled:

Data scarcity is a bottleneck for AI training 
→ need more data for AI 

Regulatory complexity hampers scale 
→ need simplification

Global competition: data as a strategic asset 
→ operationalizing ‘open but assertive’ approach



Tackling data scarcity: flagship actions & timeline

Data Act

Q4 2025 onwards

Data Labs
Data Act
• Refusal of data to

2026 onwards

Enhance accessibility to 
high-value datasets in 
science, culture, and 

languages

Data Act

Q2-3 2026 onwards

Cloud and AI 
development Act

Data Act

2026 onwards

Continuous support to 
common European data 

spaces: + €100M



Reducing complexity: supporting the Data Act implementation

• Model contractual terms for data
sharing to reduce legal complexity

• Standard contractual clauses for
cloud services to make switching
easier and contracts fairer

• Guidance on vehicle data

• Frequently asked questions

• Guidelines on reasonable
compensation for mandatory B2B 
data sharing

• Guidelines on selected definitions
in the Data Act

Published

Upcoming 2026



Addressing competition: an open but assertive approach

Fair cross-border data flows and safeguards for sensitive non-personal 
data

Linking EU data-sharing ecosystems with those of like-minded third 
countries

Boosting the EU’s voice in global data governance



How to search for datasets 
on the European Data Portal



Filtering

• Allows filtering of datasets 
based on various parameters



Boolean operators: 
AND, OR

• Quotation marks “”

• Simple words to expand and 
narrow search parameters 
when using a database or 
search engine

✓Always in English

✓Always in CAPITAL LETTERS



Parentheses (): 

(environment OR nature) AND (refurbish OR reuse)

• Avoids the need to perform multiple searches for combinations of keywords

Double quote “  “

“Manual public space”

• Returns datasets containing the keywords in exactly the same order

• Will not return datasets containing “manual space public” or “manual-public 
space”



Wildcards: 

ois?au dat*

Returns datasets that can contain:

• oisiau data,

• oisoau dataset, or

• oiseau datasets.

-Question mark ? replaces a single character

-Asterisk * replaces zero or more characters 



Other resources on the EDP 
(a selection)



Licencing assistant

22

• Licencing tool for users and data 
providers

• Contains ~177 licenses from the 
controlled EU Vocabularies list 

• Visually demonstrates 12 main 
characteristics of the most commonly 
used licenses



Application Programming Interface (API)

API is an access method: how 
you request data via an 

endpoint using parameters 
and get a response

• Automated retrieval of data without 
repeated manual downloads
• Consistent access to updated data over 
time
• Selective access to only the variables, 
regions, or periods you need



SPARQL 

• SPARQL (SPARQL Protocol and RDF Query Language) is a query 
language for working with data stored in RDF

• RDF represents information in simple statements called 
triples: subject, predicate, object

Data Act
• Refusal of data

Subject

Predicate

Object

Resource Description 
Framework (RDF) Triples

SPARQL asks 
structured 
questions about 
those RDF triples



SPARQL 

• SPARQL endpoint: web address where you send a SPARQL 
query and receive results back, often as a table

• SPARQL on the EDP: query the RDF descriptions of datasets 
and catalogues on the portal



The data.europa academy



11 courses with 60+ lessons and e-learning modules



Webinars for everyone

Watch

Watch

Watch



Learning paths 



Coming soon: competition platform

Compete against other data
enthusiasts from all over Europe!

COMING SOON#1



Public procurement resources on 
the European Data Portal



Access to…

• The Public Procurement
Data Space

• Various resources linked to
TED data

• Standards for public
procurement data

… all in one place!

Public procurement data resources



Public procurement data from 2006 to 2023

Dataset maintained by DG GROW between 2006 and 2023 → then 
replaced by the Public Procurement Data Space



TED data on the European Data Portal

You can also access and download the data you find on TED:



35

Hands-on demonstration:
Looking for public procurement data on 
the EDP



Questions?



THANK YOU!

Contact us at 

OP-DATA-EUROPA-EU@publications.europa.eu
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