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ESPD – what’s that?

Self-declaration form 
used in public 
procurement 

procedures in the EU

Used by the 
contracting authorities 

to express:

✓  Exclusion Grounds

✓ Selection Criteria

Used by the 
companies to declare 

that they:

✓ are not excluded 
from participating

✓  fulfil the Selection 
Criteria

Legal basis:

✓ Directive 
2014/24/EU, Art. 59

✓ Regulation (EU) 
2016/7

ESPD

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32014L0024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32014L0024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2016/7/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2016/7/oj


ESPD – what is the process?

4
Evidence provided by 

the winner

3

Contracting Authority 
verifies Economic 

Operators eligibility

2

Bidder (Economic 
Operator) indicates his 
eligibility and submits 

the ESPD with a bid

1

Buyer (Contracting 
Authority) 

creates/reuses an ESPD 
template, defining the 
Exclusion Grounds and 

Selection Criteria 

ESPD Request ESPD Response

Template prepared by 
the Buyer

Template filled in by the 
Bidder



ESPD – formats

PDF 
(human readable)

XML 
(machine readable)



Exchange Data Model (EDM) – what’s that?

✓ technical representation of data
and structure of the ESPD,

✓standardises approach to the 
exclusion grounds and selection
criteria (Request),

✓standardises the administrative 
information from the economic 
operator (Response),

✓ensures data interoperability



EDM – ensures quality data

o Is connected to procurement artefacts:
✓ eProcurement Ontology 

(reusing/aligning descriptions, 
terminology and structure),

✓ eForms (sharing common terminology, 
quality and analysis of data),

✓ eCertis (integrating Exclusion Grounds 
and Selection Criteria and Identifiers)

o Uses:
✓ existing concepts & vocabularies – Core 

Criterion & Core Evidence Vocabulary,
✓ EU Vocabularies (authority tables)
✓ common syntax based on Oasis Universal 

Business Language (UBL) common 
information components,

✓ standard modelling.

ESPD

Ontology

EU 
Vocabularies

UBL

eCertis



EDM – interaction
o Allows authorities and service providers to:

✓ integrate the ESPD into their tools and 
systems, 

✓adjust national ESPD service 
✓ensure data accuracy.

o Facilitates:
✓export and import data and structure 

in the services – consistent & coherent,
✓exchange the ESPD between different 

services.

o Interconnects:
✓ESPD services to eCertis and national

registers.

o Facilitates the reuse of public procurement 
data by:
✓buyers, economic operators, developer 

teams, business experts, interested 
parties.

ESPD

Authorities 
and 

Service 
providers

Inter 
Service 

Data 
Exchange

Data 
Accuracy

Integration 
with 

eCertis



Thanks!

More info at github.com/OP-TED/ESPD-EDM & docs.ted.europa.eu/ESPD-EDM/latest/index.html

Contact at OPESPD@publications.europa.eu
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