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Building the foundation - The role of Simpl and DSSC in the development of data spaces
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The European data
space landscape
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Data is a pillar of EU competitiveness

4
Source: EC, European Data Innovation Board meeting, 11 December2024
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Source: EC, European Data Innovation Board meeting, 11 December2024

The consultation is open until 18 July 2025 at 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14541-
European-Data-Union-Strategy_en 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14541-European-Data-Union-Strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14541-European-Data-Union-Strategy_en
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Positioning of the DSSC and Simpl within the EU Data Strategy
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Source: European Commission, Trusted Data Transaction event, 24 September 2024



What’s a data space 
then and why do we 
need them?
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“Data is the fossil fuel of AI”

9

Source:The Verge,  
https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/13/24
320811/what-ilya-sutskever-sees-openai-
model-data-training , published 14 
December 2024. Video of the presentation 
at https://youtu.be/1yvBqasHLZs , last 
accessed 15 December 2024.

https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/13/24320811/what-ilya-sutskever-sees-openai-model-data-training
https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/13/24320811/what-ilya-sutskever-sees-openai-model-data-training
https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/13/24320811/what-ilya-sutskever-sees-openai-model-data-training
https://youtu.be/1yvBqasHLZs
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Where to find data to feed our applications?
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Licensing commercially 
available sources in 
traditional data sharing 
platforms…

?
Where else?Scraping publicly 

available sources…
Re-using open and 
reference data, for 
example on 
data.europa.eu…
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Where to find data to feed our applications?

11
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Data sharing in platforms
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Where to find data to feed our applications?
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Collaborative data sharing 
in data spaces
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What’s a data space?

13
Images: Flaticon.com

Collaborative data sharing 
in data spaces

A data space is an interoperable framework based on 
common governance principles, standards, practices and 
enabling services, that enables trusted data transactions 
between participants.

CEN/CENELEC Workshop Agreement (CWA) 18125 on “Trusted Data Transaction”
https://www.cencenelec.eu/media/CEN-CENELEC/CWAs/RI/2024/cwa18125_2024.pdf

https://www.cencenelec.eu/media/CEN-CENELEC/CWAs/RI/2024/cwa18125_2024.pdf
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What’s a data space?
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(Automated) collaborative data sharing (at scale) in data spaces



Data Spaces Support 
Centre and Simpl
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The European Commission’s efforts to 
promote and support data space development
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Choice of Software 

Components and 

Deployment

Deployment

stage

• Digital Europe grant

• Aimed at coordinating and 
supporting the EU-funded 
Common European Data Spaces

• Started Oct 2022; a new grant to 
be awarded to continue project 
until 2028

• Digital Europe procurement

• Aimed at developing Simpl-Open 
(middleware), Simpl-Labs (testing 
platform) & accompanying some 
data spaces via Simpl-Live

• Started January 2024 until end 2027

The Data Spaces Support Center receives funding from the European 
Union Digital Europe Programme under grant agreement n° 101083412.
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices, 
standards and software solutions 
are researched, structured and 
distilled into meaningful inputs for 
the following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…) 

• Anybody can participate in 
Simpl by reviewing and 
commenting on its 
requirements, help define its 
priorities and, of course, 
reporting bugs for the team to 
address

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
are aligned with the Blueprint, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

From the Community to synthesise, build and disseminate
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Anybody can participate in 
Simpl by reviewing and 
commenting on its 
requirements, help define its 
priorities and, of course, 
reporting bugs for the team to 
address

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Community building
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices, 
standards and software solutions 
are researched, structured and 
distilled into meaningful inputs for 
the following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Distil
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Synthesise
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Build
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Building the foundation - The role of Simpl and DSSC in the development of data spaces

What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
are aligned with the Blueprint, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Support

22

Community build Distil Synthesise Support DisseminateBuild



Building the foundation - The role of Simpl and DSSC in the development of data spaces

What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice for the 
EU-funded data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a 
specification of functional 
building blocks that cover the 
full spectrum of a generic data 
space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing 
the building blocks suitable to 
your data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers 
data spaces and other cloud-
to-edge federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open 
to test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data 
spaces in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support, Roleplays and Pilots 
[NEW]

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data 
space is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

Disseminate
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Scan me for 
more information 

about DSSC



What’s next for the 
two initiatives
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Simpl’s next steps

• New contracts to be launched:

• Simpl-Open AI & HPC enablement 

• Simpl-Labs implementation 

• Simpl-Live implementation 

• Webinar on installation of Simp-Open (1st July); 

• Updates of documentations by mid July (e.g. 
Architecture) ; 

• It’s Simpl social media series; 

• Launch of Simpl newsletter by mid July; 

• Annual event 2026, Brussels 

1

2

3



Building the foundation - The role of Simpl and DSSC in the development of data spaces

DSSC’s next steps

The “pilots”

• Getting our hands “dirty” in the last year of the 
project, redirecting resources away from theory 
towards practice, offering direct collaboration with 
selected EC-funded data space initiatives that have 
immediate, practical challenges to address by the 
end of 2025

The last iterations of our major deliverables

• Deliverables such as the Blueprint are being 
updated for early 2026

The closing event

• Date not yet set, likely in February 2026 in Madrid, 
Spain

“DSSC 2”
"Many hands make light (and dirt) work!" by cpsucsa is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.



Q&A



Manuel Mateo Goyet

DG CONNECT
Acting Head of Unit, Cloud and Software

manuel.mateo@ec.europa.eu

Gianfranco Cecconi

Executive Director, Data Spaces Support Centre
Chief Solutions Officer, International Data Spaces Association

gianfranco.cecconi@internationaldataspaces.org
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