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narrated by colleagues from OP.A.4 (Library and Preservation Services Unit) with 
some guest star appearances



The         storyBITE-SIZED ‘HOW TO SEARCH LIKE A PRO’ 



Quick tips to help improve your
search strategy

• How to filter down your results on the 
EU Publications website

• How to find EU studies 

• How to use (an alternative to) Google for 
finding information published on official 
EU websites 

• How to keep track of the latest research in 
your field

• How to access industry analysis and data

• … on the topic of self-driving cars

Image: Pixabay



EU publications

• On the EU Publications website, go to 
Advanced search 

• Search for self-driving cars, select Find results 
with Exact phrase

• Filter down your results: EU publications, year, 
language, … 

• JRC Technical Report: Mobility 
imaginaries: the social & ethical issues of 
connected and automated vehicles (2021)

What do you get?

https://op.europa.eu/en/home
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2760/104013


EU studies

• Study projects planned or conducted on behalf 
of the EU institutions and bodies

• Public reports: EU Publications website > EU 
Publications >  Collections > Studies

• Also planned or ongoing studies (EU Login 
required): Interinstitutional Database of
EU Studies

• Search for “autonomous vehicles“ 

• European Parliament: Civil 
liability regime for artificial intelligence
(2020)

What do you get?

https://op.europa.eu/en/search-results?p_p_id=eu_europa_publications_portlet_orderby_OrderByPortlet_INSTANCE_5s9cdnWj5IYC&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=col3-2&p_p_col_count=1&language=en&keywordOptions=ALL&facet.studies=executive_summary,general,evaluation&facet.collection=EUPub&startRow=1&resultsPerPage=25&SEARCH_TYPE=ADVANCED&QUERY_ID=33520950&&sortBy=PUBLICATION_DATE-DESC
https://webgate.ec.testa.eu/publications/studiesdb/Search.action
https://webgate.ec.testa.eu/publications/studiesdb/Consultation.action?studyProjectId=15272


Alternative to Google: Startpage

• Startpage – a search engine that doesn’t track 
your online activities

• Use quotation marks to search for a phrase

• Add site:europa.eu to get results from EU 
institutions’ websites 

• In the Tools menu, choose time period: past 
week, past month, past year, … 

• European Parliament: 
Report on artificial intelligence in 
a digital age (2022)

What do you get?

https://www.startpage.com/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0088_EN.pdf


Trusted sources from your Library

• Your Library provides you with access to a 
wide-range of resources to support your work

• Search Commission libraries’ Find-eR
catalogue for self-driving cars

• Filter down your results: articles only, 
published in 2022, ‘safety’ as an additional 
search term, … 

• The latest research on the 
potential safety of self-driving cars

• Libraries of other EU institutions have
similar catalogues – ask your librarian for 
further information!
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What do you get?

https://ec-europa-finder.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/
https://ec-europa-finder.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,self-driving%20cars,AND&query=any,contains,safety,AND&pfilter=rtype,exact,articles,AND&pfilter=dr_s,exact,20220101,AND&pfilter=dr_e,exact,99991231,AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=32EUC_INST:VU1&mode=advanced&offset=0


Industry analysis

• EIU Viewpoint – Economist Intelligence Unit’s 
portal for country analysis and data (see link in 
Find-eR)

• Search for ”self-driving cars”

• Filter down your results by industry
(automotive) and sub-sector (passenger
vehicles)

• EIU analysis: Automakers gear 
up for the race to self-driving (2022)
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What do you get?

https://viewpoint.eiu.com/
https://ec-europa-finder.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/32EUC_INST/1qslnli/alma997061160104061
https://viewpoint.eiu.com/analysis/article/1162015499


To find out more

• Get practical tips on finding trustworthy 
information on the web and from the 
EC Library

• Enrol in our Search Like a Pro course

• Search Like a Pro is part of the EU Policymaking 
Hub training programme
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https://myintracomm.ec.europa.eu/corp/cl/EN/Pages/index.aspx
https://eulearn.europa.eu/ilp/pages/description.jsf#/users/@self/catalogues/26929052/coursetemplates/54426907/description
https://myintracomm-collab.ec.europa.eu/networks/EUPMHUB/SitePages/Home.aspx


THANK YOU
Taavi.Saarimaki@ec.europa.eu
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EU-LEGAL-DEPOSIT@publications.europa.eu
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