
THE NEW EU LEGAL DEPOSIT 
SCHEME:
what’s in it for you?
OP seminar, 8th June 2022

narrated by colleagues from OP.A.4 (Library and Preservation Services Unit) with 
some guest star appearances



The         story

ARCHIVES: BUILDING AND PRESERVING 
STORIES





Long-term archives

• « …are not created consciously as a historical 
record. »

Source: International Council on Archives website
(https://www.ica.org/en/what-archive)



Slido survey: You are back in the times of Ancient Egypt, and you are 
asked to select only one of these documents for long term-preservation.  
Which one do you choose?

A – ‘The book of the dead’

B – A surgical treatise on trauma

C – ‘Ramses III before Theban Triad’

D – A decree issued by a congress of priests



Results

A – ‘The book of the dead’ 

B – A surgical treatise on trauma

C – ‘Ramses III before Theban Triad’

D – A decree issued by a congress of priests

(A,B,C: Public domain.  D: © Hans Hillewaert)



Long-term archives

‘…through their preservation of specific records, 
archives are responsible for preserving, 
controlling and enabling the use of a critical 
subset of the documentary heritage of society. 
This is a role that archives share with some 
libraries, which may have responsibilities under 
legal deposit legislation and other polices to 
preserve particular types of information for 
posterity, to help current and future generations 
to remember, understand and explain 
themselves.’

Source: ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES IN THE DIGITAL AGE 

(Australian Society Of Archivists, 2017)



A Publication



An archive



The stories of the European project

From the 1950’s …



The stories of the European project

…to today



EuroVoc domain: Employment and Working Conditions

1975



EuroVoc domain: Employment and Working Conditions

1975 1977



Break –Slido quizz!

In addition to books and documents, the physical archives store many ‘unusual’ 
materials that have received an OP catalogue number.  Which of the following are 
not currently found in the archives?

a. Playing cards
b. T-shirts
c. Board games
d. Bookmarks
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Digital long-term preservation



The challenges…



So… PDF?

PDF version (digital archives) Bookmark (physical archives)



Digital files are instructions for a specific software to render the 
content.

Image: Jørgen Stamp©digitalbevaring.dk



Digital files are instructions for a specific software to render the 
content.

Image: Jørgen Stamp©digitalbevaring.dk



EUDOR – OP’s long-term digital preservation service

Source: REFERENCE MODEL FOR AN OPEN ARCHIVAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (OAIS)
https://public.ccsds.org/ 



EUDOR – OP’s long-term digital preservation service

Source: REFERENCE MODEL FOR AN OPEN ARCHIVAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (OAIS)
https://public.ccsds.org/ File

How to open/interpret
the file?

Ensures the file hasn’t been corrupted
since entering the archive



The role and importance of PDF/A

Digital migration

‘A means of overcoming technological 
obsolescence by transferring digital resources 
from one hardware/software generation to the 
next.’

Source: Digital Preservation Handbook (Digital Preservation Coalition)

PDF/A family: versions of the PDF standard 
intended for archival use

• All fonts must be embedded
• Use of standards-based metadata is required

• Limited image compression (no proprietary 
algorithms – higher image resolution)

• External content references are forbidden.
• …

Web-optimised PDFs are not PDF/A compliant!



Digital preservation and the web



December 2020: the first COVID-19 vaccines are arriving
https:/op.europa.eu/webpub/com/factsheets/how-are-vaccines-developed/en/index.html



Following the link today…



Solution: Web Preservation
op.europa.eu/en/web/euwebarchive/



Break – Slido quizz!

In which year was an EU website archived for the first time?

a.1990
b.1996
c.2001
d.2010



a.1990
b.1996
c.2001
d.2010

http:/europa.eu.int/



Take-home messages

• Make sure your (document | file | website) is properly preserved in an appropriate long-term 
archive – make it part of the tapestry!

• Consider long-term preservation as early as possible in the process.

Questions?  Doubts?

OP-LONG-TERM-PRESERVATION@publications.europa.eu

OP-WEB-PRESERVATION@publications.europa.eu

Jørgen Stamp©digitalbevaring.dk

mailto:OP-LONG-TERM-PRESERVATION@publications.europa.eu
mailto:OP-WEB-PRESERVATION@publications.europa.eu


THANK YOU
EU-LEGAL-DEPOSIT@publications.europa.eu

mailto:EU-LEGAL-DEPOSIT@publications.europa.eu
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