


Who knows the Codex Atlanticus?



Why the Codex Atlanticus?

Leonardo da Vinci’s works by dimension



A hundred years from Leonardo da Vinci’s death, Pompeo Leoni randomly collected 1.119 leaves from Leonardo’s manuscripts



Randomly bonded pages, arranged on large sheets of 64.5 x 43.5 cm, which was the size used for atlases at the time, 
hence the collection becoming known as the Codex Atlanticus all over the world.



The Codex Atlanticus at Pinacoteca Ambrosiana in Milan: today it is shown a dozen pages at a time



Our purpose

The data visualisation as a tool 
to access, explore and analyse 

Leonardo’s biggest work



Marinoni, A, Leonardo da Vinci’s Codex Atlanticus: topics index by alphabetical order



120 topics

Flat geometry, Solid geometry, Arithmetical operations, Accounting, Circles, Dot, Arithmetic, Oval, Angle, 
Proportions, Squaring of curved surfaces, Euclide, Geometric fun, Miscellaneous, Incident beams and 

reflections, Algebra, Abacus, Motion, Water, Air, Rivers, Seas, Friction, Man, Elements, Fire, Eye, Shadows 
and lights, Waves, Surging, Percussion, Inclined plane, Animals, Tide, Bird's flight, Fire, Force, Winds and 

weather, Optic, Anatomy, Weight, Earth, Gravity, Flame, Threes, Horses, Echo, Sun and moon, Fossils, 
Hat, Flood, Mountains, Cold, Astronomy, Camera, Time, Thunderbolt, Flowers, Warmth, Smoke, Acoustic, 

Machines, Artillery, Tools, Carts, Navigation, Clocks, Flat and curved mirrors, Weapons, Mechanisms, 
Wheels, Instrument flight, Screws, Pulleys, Devices, Musical Instruments, Candle, Engines, Hats, Ring, 
Recipes, Canals, Figures, Bridges, Architecture, Excavations for Moats, Mills, Perspective, Decorations, 
Springs (hydrology), Art, Fortifications, Ports, Buildings, Painting, Auctions, Fountains, Hearth (fireplace), 
Maze, Fireplace, Human Sciences, Self quotes, Tell me, Grammatical and Lexical Studies, Memoranda, 

Prophecies, Epistles, Maxims, Judgments, Books, Project treatises, Definitions, Formulas, Quotes, 
different fragments, Nix, Soul, Politics, Autobiography, Jokes, Fairy tales, Allegories, Translations, Hearth, 

Rules, Senses, Theater, Spirits, Spiritual Virtues, Needs



From 120 topics to 5 subjects

Geometry and algebra 1,141 occurrences  
Physics and natural sciences 1,004 

Tools and machines 906 
Architecture and applied arts 496 

Human sciences 429



1478 - 1518: the page age



Subject occurrences per year

Geometry and algebra -        Physics and natural sciences -        Tools and machines -        Architecture and applied arts -        Human sciences 





Geometry and algebra -        Physics and natural sciences -        Tools and machines -        Architecture and applied arts -        Human sciences 

How to access 
to these complex information?



Le immagini

Available online for the first time







www.codex-atlanticus.it



www.codex-atlanticus.it



1. Free for all at www.codex-atlanticus.it    2. Accessible with no previous literacy    3. Open dataset
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