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Overview 

 What has to be published in TED 
 Who publishes in TED 
 Key facts on TED data 
 Procurement data on EU Open Data Portal 
 How is TED data used 
 How can TED data be used 
 Main current data quality issues 
 Future projects 
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What notices must be published in TED?  

From EU member states, candidate countries, EEA countries, 
and Switzerland 
 Works, supplies, services 
 Utilities 
  

From the EU institutions, agencies and other bodies 
 Works, supplies, services 
 Calls for expression of interest 
 Annual list of contractors 
 

Notices for projects financed by:   
 European Investment Bank 
 European Investment Fund 
 European Central Bank   
 European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
 External Aid and European Development Fund 
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Who publishes on TED?  
Who publishes in TED?  4/16 



Key facts on TED data  

 TED content in figures 
 +/- 520 000 notices published/year  
 Approximately € 460 billion worth calls for tenders/year 
 More than 47 million notices consulted/year  
 

 Data formats available 
 TED website: HTML, PDF, XML since 2011 
 FTP : since 1993 (formats availability according to the year of 

publication) 
 

 Number of downloads 
 21 000 from website 
 1 168 000 from FTP 
 Total of 1 189 000 downloads  
 Almost 100 000 per month 
 
 

5/16 



 

 

6/16 



EU public procurement data 
 
EU Open Data Portal 

(https://data.europa.eu/euodp/data/dataset/ted-1):  
    a CSV sub-set of most important fields from contract notices and 
contract award notices since 2006 (DG GROW) 
 
Daily and monthly sub-sets of all published notices (TED) 
 
TED data is the most viewed data set of the EU Open Data Portal  
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How is TED data used 
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Single Market Scoreboard - DG GROW – TED data based 

1. One bidder 
 Shows lack of competition or too much bureaucracy 

2. No calls for bids 
 Too much direct negotiations 

3. Publication rate 
 Value of procurement advertised on TED (% of GDP) 

4. Cooperative Procurement 
 Multiple buyers bulk purchasing leads to better prices 

5. Award criteria 
 Not only on lower price, but takes quality into account 

6. Decision speed 
 Slow awards create costs and uncertainty 

7. Missing award values 
 No value of contract published 

8. Missing Calls for Bids 
 Award without easy link to CfT 

9. Missing Registration Numbers 
 No easy identification of who is buying 
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A project to display the number of daily contract notices per 
geographical area (awaiting the new NUTS boundaries)  

11/16 How can TED data be used 

NUTS level 1 NUTS level 2 NUTS level 3 
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How can TED data be used 
• Dashboard of TED reporting tool 
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Main current data quality issues 

Challenges 
 Missing or incomplete fields 
 Wrong values : typos, wrong currencies, code errors (CPV, NUTS) 
 No way to consolidate by contracting authorities (no unique ID) 
 No way to consolidate by economic operators (no unique ID) 
 Contract notice without contract award notice and vice versa 
 Some countries publish fewer notices than their size would 

suggest 
 A lot of corrigenda notices : about 14 % 

 
Conclusion 
 Aware of data shortcomings, with careful interpretation, use this 

unique data richness!  
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Future projects 

 Increase data quality (mandatory fields and controlled input) 
 
More information about tenders (e.g. structured tender 

values, awardee) 
 
More reuse formats (CSV and JSON) 
 
Keep offering raw TED data to reusers and add own data 

analytics 
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Thank you!  

Questions? 
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