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ELI and XML 



Legal citations: today 



Legal citations: future 



How to… 

• Store the content in a non-proprietary, machine readable 
format 

 

• Identify each hierarchical level 

 

• Mark-up the references to other legislative documents 
using the ELI URI identification scheme 

 



FORMEX 

• Grammar for the mark-up of the legislative documents 
published in the Official Journal of the EU 

 

• 1985 - SGML 

 

• 2004 – XML 

 

• 2016 – V4, release 5.55 

 





<PARAG IDENTIFIER="ART0001.PAR0002"> 
      <NO.PARAG>2.</NO.PARAG> 
      <ALINEA IDENTIFIER="ART0001.PAR0002.ALN0001"> 
      <P>This Directive shall not apply to:</P> 
 <LIST TYPE="alpha"> 
    <ITEM IDENTIFIER="ART0001.PAR0002.ALN0001.PNT0001"> 
          <NP> 
             <NO.P>(a)</NO.P> 
             <TXT>radio broadcasting services;</TXT> 
          </NP> 
    </ITEM> 
    <ITEM IDENTIFIER="ART0001.PAR0002.ALN0001.PNT0002"> 
          <NP> 
  <NO.P>(b)</NO.P> 
  <TXT>television broadcasting services covered by <REF.DOC 
CONTEXT="EUR-LEX" 
URI="http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2010/13/art_1/par_1/pnt_5">point (e) of 
Article 1(1) of Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the 
Council</REF.DOC><NOTE NOTE.ID="E0006" NUMBERING="ARAB" 
TYPE="FOOTNOTE"> 
     <P>Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of <DATE ISO="20100310">10 March 2010</DATE> on the coordination of 
certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member 
States concerning the provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive) (<REF.DOC.OJ COLL="L" DATE.PUB="20100415" NO.OJ="095" 
PAGE.FIRST="1">OJ L 95, 15.4.2010, p. 1</REF.DOC.OJ>).</P> 
     </NOTE>.</TXT> 
           </NP> 
       </ITEM> 
  </LIST> 
        </ALINEA> 
</PARAG> 

Directive (EU) 2015/1535 



Akoma Ntoso 

• XML grammar for the mark-up of 
parliamentary, legislative and judiciary documents 

 

• 2006 – UN project 

 

• 2016 – under OASIS standardization  

 

 



<paragraph eId="art_6__para_4"> 
 <num>4.</num> 
 <list eId="art_6__para_4__list_1"> 
  <intro eId="art_6__para_4__list_1__intro"> 
            <p>The EMCDDA and Europol shall request the European 
Medicines Agency to provide information on whether, in the Union or in any 
Member State, the new psychoactive substance is:</p> 
  </intro> 
  <point eId="art_6__para_4__list_1__point_d"> 
   <num>(d)</num> 
   <content eId="art_6__para_4__list_1__point_d__content"> 
    <p>an active substance in an unauthorised medicinal 
product in accordance with <ref eId="art_6__para_4__list_1__point_d__ref_1" 
href="http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2001/83/art_5/oj">Article 5 of Directive 
2001/83/EC</ref> or in a veterinary medicinal product prepared 
extemporaneously by a person authorised to do so under national legislation in 
accordance with <ref eId="art_6__para_4__list_1__point_d__ref_2" 
href="http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2001/82/art_10/pnt_3/oj">Article 10(c) of 
Directive 2001/82/EC</ref>.</p> 
   </content> 
  </point> 
 </list> 
</paragraph> 

COM(2013) 619 



Source: http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=27191&newsletter=126 
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For more information:  
 
Maria Kardami: maria.kardami@publications.europa.eu  
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